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Abstract: The paper aims to highlight the features of European voters behavior 
at the European elections, based on the correlation between political-electoral 
variables (voter turnout, political options) and various social, demographic and 
economic indicators (population density, urban population rate, professional 
structure of population, active population rate, unemployment rate, gross 
domestic product per capita, parity purchase power included, etc.). These 
particularities are highlighted with the aid of a combination between the 
principal component analysis and the hierarchical ascendant classification.  
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*  *  *  *  *  *  
 

INTRODUCTION 
We intend to highlight the chrono-spatial distribution of the particularities 

of the vote in European Parliament elections (turnout, Europeans voters' political 
choices) by the correlation of political-electoral variables with different social, 
demographic and economic indicators (the population density, the share of 
urban population, the professional structure of the population, the share of 
active population, the unemployment rate, the GDP per capita, including 
purchasing power parity, etc.). 

 
WORK METHODOLOGY 
As problems we mentioned that, before 2004, some election information 

was obtained through hard. Also, the variability of the administrative European 
divisions imposed to recalculate data for earlier periods. The differences in detail 
of the data and the fact that some indicators are presented in a more general 
level, required submission of all statistical information at NUTS 2 level of the 
European Union1. Please note that all statistical information was brought to 
mapping, in percentage format. 

                                                           
1 Over time, there have been changes in the number and size of administrative units of the Member 

States. The data have been made, but the current administration divisionsfor the member 
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The working methodology comprises two categories of methods: methods of 
data collection and analysis methods and interpretation. We used as a source 
the Yearbook of Statistical Office of the EC/EU (Eurostat) for both the electoral 
data (the 1979 and 1984) and for the data on other indicators (with informations 
covering the period before 1990), works published by the European Parliament 
(on the European elections of 1989), the site of the Norwegian Social Data 
Service (detailed data about the European elections for the years 1994 to 2009), 
the site of the European Parliament, the European electoral institutions, the 
Eurostat website, the statistical database of CUGUAT-TIGRIS, personal 
calculations. The program used is Microsoft Excel 2007. 

The methods of interpretation and analysis are mapping method, 
geographical method. For the mapping of statistical information we used the 
Philcarto program, the maps were processed in Adobe Illustrator. As mapping 
methods we used the hierarchical ascending classification and the principal 
components analysis, combined. Please note that, as the correlation coefficients 
between election variables and/or between other indicators, the resulted 
cartographic material from principal components analysis highlights the main 
trends of the countries/regions mentioned, not have an exhaustive character.  

 
CORRELATION BETWEEN THE ELECTORAL VARIABLES AND THE 

SOCIAL, DEMOGRAPHIC AND ECONOMIC INDICATORS 
In 1979, voter turnout has been higher in regions with voters of the 

Communists, Christian Democrats and non-inscrits of administrative units with 
a high percentage of activity in agriculture, high unemployment rate (Italy, 
Greece, without Attica, south-east Belgium, and Northern Ireland). With the 
Communists and Christian Democrats voted especially regions with a significant 
proportion of activity in agriculture and where the unemployment rate reaches 
above the European average (especially in Italy and Greece).  

 
Table 1. Correlation between the electoral variables and the social, 

demographic and economic indicators (1979/1981) 
(Data source: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/; http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat; 

http://www.nsd.uib.no/european_election_database/) 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                               
countries at that time. Were taken into account – including all European Elections – the 
elections in the countries that joined the EU after the term (Greece – in 1981 for the 1979 
election, Spain and Portugal – in 1987 for 1984, Sweden – in 1995, Finland Austria – in 1996 for 
1994, Bulgaria and Romania – In 2007, for the European elections in 2004). 
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With the Socialists were voted regions significant percentage of active 
population with high weight and active in the secondary (West Germany, eastern 
Denmark, the Netherlands, Luxembourg, a large part of Belgium) (Table 12). 
Around the same features they have and what voters preferred the conservative 
(England, Wales and Scotland) (figure 1). The European Liberals and Democrats, 
the progressive Democrats were preferred by the urban voters, active in the 
tertiary sector and having a GDP per capita above average (located in France, 
Ireland and Denmark). 

 

 
Figure 1. Distribution of votes in the election for the European Parliament correlated 

with social-economic indicators (1979/1981). Principal component analysis 
and hierarchical ascendant classification. 

(Source: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/; http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat; 
http://www.nsd.uib.no/european_election_database/) 

                                                           
2 Abbreviations used in the tables: Elect pres = Voter turnout; COM = Communist Group; GUE = United 

European Left; UG = United Left; GUE-NGL = United European Left-Nordic Green Left; SOC = 
Socialist Group; PSE = Party of European Socialists; APSDE = Progressive Alliance of Socialists and 
Democrats; ARE = European Radical Assembly; ARC = Rainbow Group; V = Green Group; V-ALE = 
The Greens-European Free Alliance; PVE-ALE = European Greens Party-European Free Alliance; 
LD = Liberal and Democrat Group; LDRE = European Liberal, Democratic and Reformist Group; 
ALDE = Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe; CD = Christian Democratic Group; PPE-CD 
= European People Party-Christian Democratic; PPE-DE = European People Party-European 
Democrats; PPE = European People Party; C = Conservative Group; CRE = European Conservatives 
and Reformists; DP = Progressive Democrats; DE = European Democrats; RDE = European 
Democrats Alliance; UPE = Union for Europe; UEN = Union for Europe of Nations; IEN = 
Independents for a Europe of Nations; EDD = Europe of Democracies and Diversities; ID = 
Independence-Democracy; ELD = Europe of Freedom and Democracy; DR = European Right; IST = 
Identity, Tradition, Soverignity; GTI = Technical Group of the Independents; NI/Aut = Non 
Inscrits/Others; Urban ok = Urban Population; Dens pop = Population Density; agr = primary 
sector; ind = secondary sector; serv = tertiary sector; pop act = Active Population; PIB (ecu/loc) = 
GDP (Gross Domestic Product) (in European currency unit – ecu per capita); PIB (ecu/loc-ppc) = 
GDP (in ecu per capita – parity power purchase). All the date was converted in %.   
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Table 2. Correlation between the electoral variables and the social, 
demographic and economic indicators (1984/1986) 

(Data source: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/; http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat; 
http://www.nsd.uib.no/european_election_database/) 

 
 

 
Figure 2. Distribution of votes in the election for the European Parliament correlated 

with social-economic indicators (1984/1986). Principal component analysis 
and hierarchical ascendant classification. 

(Source: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/; http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat; 
http://www.nsd.uib.no/european_election_database/) 

 
In 1984, the participation to the vote has been important among voters 

that he voted for the Communists, the Greens and the European People Party, in 
regions with large shares of the actives in the primary sector and rate of 
unemployment above European average (Italy, France, and Ireland) (Table 2). 
The Communists have been preferred by voters in regions with a large 
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proportion of the actives in the primary sector (particularly in Italy and France), 
the same who voted with the European extreme right. The Socialists were voted 
into the same regions as the European Democrats, received the strongest 
support from the administrative units with significant share of the active 
population (England, Wales and Scotland).  

The ecologists have been supported in areas with high percentage of urban 
population, working in the tertiary sector and with an GDP per capita above 
average (Denmark, West Germany, Holland, Belgium, Luxembourg, Catalonia, 
Madrid) (Figure 2).  

The European Liberals and Democrats received support from voters in 
regions with significant shares of the economically active population, where a 
good part of it is engaged in the tertiary sector (United Kingdom). The Assembly 
of European Democrats received support from the same region as the far right 
(France). 

The year 1989 was highlighted by significant participation in voting in 
areas where voters have voted mostly with the European United Left, with 
ecologists and/or with the European People Party, regions characterized by 
significant percentages of the actives in the primary sector (Greece, southern 
Italy, a big part of Spain, Portugal and much of the Netherlands). The 
communist far left was divided into two groups: the European United Left 
(supported by voters in Greece, Italy, Spain, Portugal) and Left Unity (passed 
in France, mainly active in the primary sector), the latter being preferred in 
the same administrative units as the Assembly of European Democrats 
(Figure 3).  

The Socialists, and European Democrats, received the electoral support of 
voters in regions with large percentages of urban population (United Kingdom, 
western Netherlands, Denmark, the Basque Country, Catalonia, Hamburg, 
Bremen). The ecologists have been backed by a predominantly urban electorate, 
with a standard of living above the European average, was voted in the same 
regions as the European Liberals and Democrats, the extreme right and / or the 
European People Party (West Germany, Luxembourg, Belgium, northern Italy, 
Madrid) (Table 3). 

 
Table 3. Correlation between the electoral variables and the social, 

demographic and economic indicators (1989) 
(Data source: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/; http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat; 

http://www.nsd.uib.no/european_election_database/) 

 



Electoral behavior of European electors in the European elections (1979-2009) 

  

203

 
Figure 3. Distribution of votes in the election for the European Parliament correlated 

with social-economic indicators (1989). Principal component analysis 
and hierarchical ascendant classification. 

(Source: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/; http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat; 
http://www.nsd.uib.no/european_election_database/) 

 
Table 4. Correlation between the electoral variables and the social, 

demographic and economic indicators (1994/1996) 
(Data source: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/; http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat; 

http://www.nsd.uib.no/european_election_database/) 

 
 
In 1994, the most active supporters voted with the ecologists and/or the 

Union for Europe (Italy, a large part of France, northern Scotland). The extreme 
left has received voter support in regions with a significant percentage of actives 
in the primary sector and a high unemployment rate (Greece, Spain, Portugal, a 
large part of Finland). The European socialists have been supported mainly by 
voters in regions with a high percentage of activity in the secondary sector, the 
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same as the European People Party (southern Finland, Germany, eastern 
Austria, Spain, England) (Figure 4). 

The ecologists have received the support of regions with an urban 
electorate, with a proportion of the active population above-average and with an 
GDP above European average (Sweden, Denmark, German-land cities – Berlin, 
Hamburg, Bremen – Western Austria, Ile de France, Luxembourg, Belgium, 
Netherlands, southern Scotland, Northern Ireland). The European Radical 
Alliance, the group of Independents for a Europe of Nations and the European 
Democrats and liberals have been chosen by an electorate more actively in the 
tertiary sector and with an GDP per capita above the average (generally in the 
same regions where the ecologists have been supported) (Table 4). 

 

 
Figure 4. Distribution of votes in the election for the European Parliament correlated 

with social-economic indicators (1994/1996). Principal component analysis 
and hierarchical ascendant classification. 

(Source: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/; http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat; 
http://www.nsd.uib.no/european_election_database/) 

 
The year 1999 brought to the polls than the average, the supporters of the 

Technical Group of Independents (with an ephemeral existence), in regions with 
a significant proportion of activity in the primary sector (Italy, France, Belgium). 
The extreme left has received support from the electorate especially in regions 
where, besides the significant weight of the active primary sector, is remarkable 
and a notable unemployment rate (Greece, Spain, Portugal, the former German 
Democratic Republic) (Figure 5).  

The Socialists and the European People Party have been sustained by the 
voters of the regions with a significant percentage in the secondary sector 
(Greece, Spain, Portugal, and eastern Germany). The ecologists and / or 
regionalists, the liberal group and the group of Europe of Democracy and 
Diversity party received the support of the electorate in areas where significant 
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shares of the actives is recorded in the tertiary sector, with a high GDP per 
capita (United Kingdom, Ile de France, Brussels, Netherlands, Denmark, 
Luxembourg, Hamburg, Bremen, Berlin, southern Sweden, Finland). The Union 
for Europe of the Nations has received more votes in regions where the average 
unemployment rate exceeds the European average, the same as the Technical 
Group of Independents (Table 5). 

 
Table 5. Correlation between the electoral variables and the social, 

demographic and economic indicators (1999) 
(Data source: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/; http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat; 

http://www.nsd.uib.no/european_election_database/) 

 
 

 
Figure 5. Distribution of votes in the election for the European Parliament correlated 

with social-economic indicators (1999). Principal component analysis 
and hierarchical ascendant classification. 

(Source: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/; http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat; 
http://www.nsd.uib.no/european_election_database/) 
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Table 6. Correlation between the electoral variables and the social, 
demographic and economic indicators (2004/2007) 

(Data source: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/; http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat; 
http://www.nsd.uib.no/european_election_database/) 

 
 

 
Figure 6. Distribution of votes in the election for the European Parliament correlated 

with social-economic indicators (2004/2007). Principal component analysis 
and hierarchical ascendant classification. 

(Source: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/; http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat; 
http://www.nsd.uib.no/european_election_database/) 

 
The next election (2004) made a more significant turnout of voters in areas 

where there were far-right supporters to vote and where to register a GDP per 
capita above average (Cyprus, western Austria, northern Italy, France, northern 
Spain, Belgium, Holland, Southern Ireland, the Netherlands, German-town 
lands, Denmark, Sweden, Finland, etc.). The far-left received votes in the regions 
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with above-average unemployment rate (Greece, southern Italy, most of Spain, 
Portugal, etc.) (Figure 6). 

The ecologists and / or regionalists enjoys the support of an urban 
electorate, active in the tertiary sector and with a higher GDP per capita (western 
Austria, northern Italy, France, Catalonia, the Basque Country, southern 
Ireland, United Kingdom, Belgium, Luxembourg , Holland, Denmark, Bremen, 
Hamburg, Berlin, Sweden, Finland) (Table 6). 

The European liberals and the Independence and Democracy group 
received also support a vote for the tertiary sector and higher income than the 
European average. The European People Party have been receiving the votes 
especially in regions with a high percentage of activity in the secondary sector 
(Madrid, Basque Country, Eastern Austria, Germany, Czech Republic, northern 
Hungary, Slovenia, Attica, etc.). The short-lived group of extreme right (2007) 
received the support of areas with a significant proportion of urban population 
(Belgium, France, northern Italy, Austria, etc.). 

The last European elections (2009) have an electorate larger turnout in 
areas with a large proportion of urban population and a higher GDP per capita 
(figure 7). The far-left has largely benefited from the support of the electorate in 
regions with high unemployment (Greece, southern Italy, a big part of Spain). 
The ecologists and / or regionalists, that, in fact, the Liberals received more 
votes from the voters especially in regions with predominantly urban population, 
especially active in the tertiary sector and high-income (mostly located in the 
central part of the European Union – France, a big part of Spain, northern Italy, 
Germany – but also in the north – Sweden, Finland, in the west – Ireland, except 
in the east) (table 7).  

The European Socialists and Democrats, the European People Party 
receiving the electoral support in approximately the same regions. The 
Conservatives and the Europe of Freedoms and Democracy group has received 
support from some regions with significant share of the actives in tertiary sector 
and with an income above the European average (Great Britain, Ile de France, 
Bavaria, Belgium, Luxembourg, Hamburg, Bremen, Germany, Denmark, East 
Sweden, southern Finland). 

 
Table 7. Correlation between the electoral variables and the social, 

demographic and economic indicators (1979/1981) 
(Data source: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/; http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat; 

http://www.nsd.uib.no/european_election_database/) 
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Figure 7. Distribution of votes in the election for the European Parliament correlated 

with social-economic indicators (2009). Principal component analysis 
and hierarchical ascendant classification. 

(Source: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/; http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat; 
http://www.nsd.uib.no/european_election_database/) 

 
CONCLUSION 
The turnout has been steadily decreasing trend in the three decades of 

Euro-elections. With the weakening of interest in these elections, at the 
discipline in terms of voter turnout at the polls in areas that supported the 
communists and / or Christian Democrats or the Greens, with notable share of 
the assets in the primary sector and affected by unemployment after 1999, 
probably due to the massive EU eastward enlargement, which also presents 
voters in these elections is represented largely by urban citizens with a high 
living standard. 

The extreme left had, in general, the electoral support of the regions with 
significant share of the actives in the primary sector (until 1999) and, 
consistently, by the vote meant to the administrative units seriously affected by 
unemployment.  

The Socialists were supported by the administrative units with above-
average share of economically active population, engaged mainly in the 
secondary sector (until 1999), after being voted largely regions with high rates of 
unemployment (2009).  

The ecologists were voted constantly (since 1984, when he is recorded the 
first time) by an urban electorate, active mainly in the tertiary sector and GDP 
per capita above the European average.  

The European liberals have been sustained, by the same regions that 
sustained the ecologists, continuous, by mostly urban voters in regions with 
large percentages of activity in the tertiary sector, with above average incomes.  
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The Christian Democrats (the European People Party) have received the 
support of quite different categories over time. Sometimes, the electoral support 
came from regions with significant share of the actives in the primary sector, 
seriously affected by unemployment (1979, 2009), others – from a predominantly 
urban electorate and high income (1989), but in general, a good part of their 
supporters are among voters actives in the secondary sector.  

The Conservatives have benefited, before joining the European People 
Party (1994), by the electoral support of the regions with significant share of the 
working population engaged in the secondary sector, thanks to the recurrence of 
group (2009), in contrast, support from the administrative units significant 
share in the tertiary sector and GDP per capita than average. In fact, in 1994, it 
was an important segment of voters who supported the moderate nationalist 
forces that promote the Euroskeptic current.  

The far-right group that had inconsistent attendance, discontinuous in the 
political European scene, was backed by an unusual electorate: at the regions 
with large shares of the actives in the primary sector (1984), the most heavily 
affected by unemployment (1999) to the highly urbanized (1989, 2004). 
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